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Hard to Love

A universal problem that believers face is “How do I love those who are hard to love?”
This is a question regarding both Christians and unbelievers we encounter. It is easy to
love some people. It is possible to love all people sometimes. But it is exceedingly
difficult to love all people all the time. Jesus calls us to this in Matt. 5:43-46, "You have
heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” How do we love people that have an
obvious disdain for us? How do we love someone who is living in blatant, continual sin?
How do we love someone who is a negative influence on us?

A passage that sheds light on this issue is Jude 22-23, “Be merciful to those who doubt;
snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—
hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.” We are called to show mercy to
those who struggle in their walk with God. This could be applied to those in the church
or outside of it. This means being patient and not turning away from them because of
their bad choices. It means being willing to help them escape from the dangers of a
sinful life. This is often times a messy business but it is the requirement of love. Jude
adds a second part, which is a warning. We are to have “fear” when loving those who are
hard to love. What kind of fear? It is a healthy understanding of the powerful influence
of sin on us when we associate with those who practice it. This requires discernment
about when and when not to spend time with them. We must choose what things
should talk about and what is unprofitable. It is such a strong warning that we e told
to hate anything tainted by sin. A common phrase for this truth is “Hate the sin, love the
sinner.” If we are able to do both, then we can love all people as Jesus intended.
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Weekly at First Baptist

Sunday: 9:00am - Time of prayer before Worship Service
9:30am Waorship Service - Communion is the first Sunday of every month.
11:15am Sunday School for all ages

Monday: Office open 8:00am-2:00pm
Choir at 6:30pm
Tuesday: Office open 8:00am-2:00pm

Ladies' Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 10:00am - Studying “Discovering God In the Psalms”
Men’s Bible Study in Room 106 at 10:00am - Studying Genesis
Men's Bible Study in the Library at 6:30pm - Studying 1 John

Wednesday: Office open 8:00am-2:00pm
Youth Bible Study at 5:30pm; Youth Group at 6:30pm

Awana at 6:20pm

Ladies’ Bible Study in Library at 6:30pm - Studying ‘Foundations”(New Testament) by Rob and Kandi Gallaty
Thursday: Office open 8:00am-2:00pm

The Elder Board meets the second Thursday of each month at 7:00pm.
Friday: Office closed; Pastors’ and Staff day off

The Youth continue to meet on Yourth News
Wednesday nights and Sunday
_] mornings! The Wednesday night
Youth Group consists of game time
- | or fellowship, worship, teaching through the Proverbs, and small
group discussion and prayer time. Faithful volunteers are minis- |.
tering to the youth each week! Please be praying for the spiritual growth of the youth, and for
the Lord's wisdom and strength for the leaders!
Updates will be
shared via the
Signal app. Please
contact Hannah
Short for access, or
feel free to reach
out to Chris Shook
with any questions.
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March 2026 Upcoming Events

Awana Grand Prix | 10:00am B Recommended Reading
March 14 Men’s Breakfast | 9:00am

CLEVER cup & JUST DO
n-us;-skeoa @ March 18~ No Awana SOMETHING
; ' March 21 Ladies’ Tea | 1:00pm R

March 24 Fellowship potluck | 6:00pm, followed by FIG | j “wiii™ o
seminar | 7:00pm il e

March 29 Kids' Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School

Check It Out
at the CFBC Library
C FIC HAR (K-1st)

Women'’s Retreart - May 15-17 at Quaker Hill ( Check It Out afthe CFBC Library

\ N 248.4 DFY




Ministry/Missions Spotlight - Terry and Lorie Lingel

E Terry and Lorie Lingel have been members of CFBC since 1982. In 1988, our church
P | commissioned them to answer the Lord's call to serve in Mexico, where they have been
%Y ~# working throughout the country for the past 38 years. Their ministry is three-fold.

1 They work with poor children and their families, providing food, medical supplies, and
*-“ daily necessities that enable the families to stay together so the children don’t have to be
given away in order to survive. As they deliver supplies personally to families’ homes, they
R« have many opportunities to share the Gospel and love of Jesus, and numerous people have
come to the Lord as a result.

; “ 7, 3 M2 As people come to the Lord, Terry and Lorie help in planting new churches and then
support local pastors in discipling and serving their congregations.

3. Terry and other team members also work in prisons and drug/alcohol rehab centers across Mexico where they have government
approval to share the Lord. A video ministry has increased the attendance at all of their services and they reach over 400 people
each week with the Gospel of Christ.

In addition to meeting with their team and ministering in cities throughout Mexico, Terry is also able to work remotely from his home in
Middleton. He says, “It is always so rewarding to be able to keep a family together by providing food for them. And then seeing them
come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and having them attend one of our church plants is such a joy! Lorie and I greatly
appreciate all of the prayers and generous donations from CFBC which make our ministries possible. Thank you for standing by us over
the many years of our service for the Lord and the many more years to come. May God bless each of you greatly.”

Terry and Lorie

FIGI - Foundations In
Genesis Idaho
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JOIN US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AS WE MEET TO PRAY \_“"*Satﬂrdé‘&—’. March 14

. bh o
9:00am . &
- .. '

Tuesday, March 24

All-Church Fellowship
Potluck at 6:00pm; FIGI Seminar at 7:00pm

Featuring John Rajca, former director of the
Institute for Creation Research Museum




Devotion

Poetry from our Cliurch Family

God’s Handiwork

Do you ever stop to think, or do you even bother,

As you are traveling from one place to another

To notice the artwork made by God’s own hand?

His majesty and glory are evident across the land.

I've driven through the desert and have seen his handiwork.
When I've come across a cactus in its season of bloom,

Or when sitting through a torrential rainstorm

Watching the pattern of the lightning
followed by that thunderous boom.

I have seen the delicate pattern on a butterfly's spread wing.

And I have listened in the morning as the birds begin to sing.

I have caught many snowflakes, each with patterns of their own,
And I have looked at the fossils that are somehow carved in stone.
I have sat by a quiet stream and watched the sparkle of the sun,

And I have walked on the ocean shore
gathering seashells one by one.

I look forward to the first flower to bloom in early spring,

And I think about the life that comes forth
after a long winter of waiting.

And when the stars come out at night,
there's more artwork on display.

It's a captivating picture of God's glory to end the day.

By Diane Nevers 2/20/2026

Unity
Oh, Lord, how we need unity.
Fill us with wisdom and purity.
May we know peace and tranquility.

Give us a spirit of love.

Thy Holy Spirit is with us here.
Oh, may we listen and follow near,
Bound in a fellowship sweet and dear.

Meet us with light from above.

Unity, unity, unity;
Vanity must never be our way.
May it be replaced by true humility

And unity of purpose we pray.

Oh, how we need unity,

Nurtured by kindness and charity;
Adding new strength to the family.
Oh, Father, fill us with love.

Unity, unity, unity;
Vanity must never be our way.
May it be replaced by true humility

And unity of purpose we pray.

By Nelson M. Wilson




